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be published, and information would be given to the public
in regard to completely censored passages in newspapers.
On ipth May die new Prime Minister informed the
Cortes that the Cabinet would continue to put into practice
the programme of the Popular Front as announced before
the election. The Government would proceed with the
greatest possible speed to fulfil their promises to the masses
of the people, especially in regard to the two very pressing
problems of unemployment and agrarian reform. Fascists
would be made to obey the law ; enemies of the Republic
would be suppressed. In reply to this, the Opposition
Leader, Gil Robles, warned the Government that their Left
supporters were merely awaiting a suitable opportunity for
attack, which would overthrow both the Government and
the Republic. There were signs that the Right Wing
Parties did not intend to remain inactive in the face of the
growth and co-ordination of Left Wing Parties.
The Right consisted of Monarchists, Agrarians, Tradi-
tionalists, C.E.D.A. (Gil Robles and Cadiolic Right), the
followers of Calvo Sotelo (a party modelled on Fascism)
and those favouring a military dictatorship similar to that
of Primo de Rivera. In the Army their propaganda was
most active. Fascists and Royalists were said to be repre-
sented by about eighty-five per cent, of the officers, and
although the rank and file were doubtful politically, the
leaders of the Right Parties believed that with a careful
propaganda, soldiers would follow their officers in a
moment of crisis. In the spring of 1936 pamphlets in
favour of Fascism were widely circulated in the Army,
especially among officers. The effect of this propaganda
showed itself later.
In the third week of May a number of officers stationed
at Alcala refused to obey orders, and were immediately